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What is a
Public Library?

How you
can borrow
books etc

A public library is a free service to all
residents in Norway. At the public library
you can:
+ Borrow books, audio books, films,
music and games
+ Read newspapers and use the Internet
+ Access public information
+ Meet other children, young people
and adults

The primary mission of the public library
is to provide all residents of Norway with
free access to knowledge and culture.
Your local library may also arrange
exhibitions, readings and other activities.

All residents of Norway can obtain a
library card from the library by showing
valid proof of identity. The library card is
free and there is no charge on borrowing
items from the public library.

Children must have the written approval
of their parent(s) or guardian(s) in order
to have a library card issued.

You must have your library card with you
when you wish to borrow books etc.

There is a small fee for books that are
returned late.

If you lose or damage a borrowed book
or other article, you must either replace
this or pay a fee.



In your
language

The majority of public libraries have

a wide range of books and films in
Norwegian and English. Many libraries
also have a selection of music and
games for lending out.

If the library doesn’t have what you are
looking for in your language, you can ask
the staff if they can request it from the
Det flerspraklige bibliotek (The
Multilingual Library) (DFB). This is free of
charge.

At dfb.nb.no you can see what's
available. If you have a national library
card you may have the option to request
loans here yourself. Ask your library if this
applies to you.

DFB has books in the following
languages: Albanian, Amharic, Arabic,
Badini Kurdish, Bosnian, Bulgarian,
Burmese, Dari, English, Estonian, French,
Hausa, Hindi, Icelandic, Yoruba, Chinese,
Croatian, Kurmaniji Kurdish, Latvian,
Lithuanian, Dutch, Oromo, Punjabi,
Pashto, Persian, Polish, Portuguese,
Rumanian, Russian, Serbian, Shona,
Somali, Sorani Kurdish, Spanish, Swabhili,
Tagalog, Tamil, Thai, Tigrinja, Czech,
Chechen, Turkish, Twi, Ukrainian,
Hungarian, Urdu, Vietnamese.

Ask at your library if you require
assistance in finding what you are looking
for.
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